


SMITH ENTERTAINMENT GROUP BRINGS THE NHL
TO UTAH

RYAN AND ASHLEY SMITH
Co-Founders of Smith Entertainment Group

Ryan and Ashley Smith purchased Utah’s first-ever NHL Franchise (to be called Utah Hockey Club during their inaugural season) in
April 2024, adding it to the Smith Entertainment Group (SEG) portfolio, which also includes the Utah Jazz (NBA), Delta Center, SEG
Media, Real Salt Lake (MLS), the Utah Royals (NWSL), America First Credit Union Field, Salt Lake City Stars (NBA G League), Utah
Jazz Gaming (NBA 2K League), Real Monarchs (MLS NEXT Pro), and other Utah-centric business ventures. With this move, SEG
introduced the second “Big Four” major professional sports league to Utah for the first time in state history.

“We have an opportunity to have about 40 to 50 more nights a year of professional sports here – that’s bringing
more people together, that’s inspiring young kids. That’s what this is about.” - Ryan Smith, governor of Utah

Hockey Club and chairman of Smith Entertainment Group

THE NHL IS COMING TO UTAH

On April 18, 2024, the NHL Board of Governors voted to establish a new NHL team in Utah and awarded the team to Ryan and
Ashley Smith, co-founders of Smith Entertainment Group. The unprecedented deal resulted in Smith Entertainment Group receiving
the totality of the Arizona Coyotes’ existing hockey assets at that time - its full Reserve List, roster of players and draft picks, and
hockey operations department.

“The NHL in Utah, what a great ring that has to it. We, the NHL, are thrilled to be here in Utah and frankly I am
delighted to welcome Utah to the NHL. We couldn’t be more excited about the opportunity for us to have a

franchise here” - Gary Bettman, commissioner of the NHL

UTAH FANS PACK DELTA CENTER TO WELCOME NHL TO UTAH

On April 24, Utah’s first-ever NHL team touched down in Salt Lake City for the first time, welcomed by hundreds of youth hockey
players at the airport. The team toured their new home arena, Delta Center, and the Utah Jazz headquarters. Later that evening, the
team was welcomed by more than 12,400 fans who packed inside the arena to greet the team, with thousands more outside on the
plaza. Each member of the team introduced themselves to their new fanbase by stating their names, positions, and hometowns.

“This is honestly one of the coolest experiences we’ve all had as hockey players,” Alex Kerfoot told the crowd. Bill Armstrong,
general manager of Utah Hockey Club said, “We’re looking forward to this being the loudest building in the NHL,” to which fans
responded by chanting, “Utah! Utah! Utah!” Player Lawson Crouse added, “It’s been very special. Ever since that plane touched
down, we’ve felt nothing but love and support from you guys. We’re very grateful for you. We can’t wait to get on the ice.”

FANS INVITED TO HELP NAME UTAH’S NHL FRANCHISE

In May 2024, Smith Entertainment Group launched a multi-phase survey process that invites fans to help pick the permanent name
of Utah’s NHL franchise. Fans were given more than a dozen names to choose from initially and continue to narrow it down as the
voting rounds continue. While the community continues to vote for the official name of the team, for the 2024-25 season, the team
will be known as Utah Hockey Club – leading proudly with the state identity and accompanied by a more formal naming convention
used by many of the League’s other member clubs.

UTAHHOCKEYCLUB.COM 2



2024 NHL DRAFT
The 2024 Upper Deck NHL Draft will be held at the Sphere in Las Vegas, Nevada

on Friday, June 28, and Saturday, June 29.

ROUND 1:
FRIDAY
JUNE 28

5 PM M.T.

ROUNDS 2-7:
SATURDAY
JUNE 29

9:30 AM M.T.

BROADCAST DETAILS
The first round of the 2024 NHL Draft will be broadcast live on ESPN on Friday, June
28 beginning at 5 P.M. M.T. NHL Network and ESPN+ will broadcast rounds 2-7 on

Saturday, June 29 beginning at 9:30 A.M M.T.

UTAH’S 2024 DRAFT PICKS
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2024 PICK # ROUND 4 #98 | #103

ROUND 1 #6 ROUND 5 #135

ROUND 2 #38 | #49 | #65 ROUND 6 #167 | #190

ROUND 3 #71 | #89 | #96 ROUND 7 #199



1ST ROUND DRAFT ORDER
PICK TEAM DETAILS

1 San Jose Sharks

2 Chicago Blackhawks

3 Anaheim Ducks

4 Columbus Blue Jackets

5 Montréal Canadiens

6 UTAH HOCKEY CLUB

7 Ottawa Senators

8 Seattle Kraken

9 Calgary Flames

10 New Jersey Devils

11 Buffalo Sabres

12 Philadelphia Flyers

13 Minnesota Wild

14 San Jose Sharks from PIT

15 Detroit Red Wings

16 St. Louis Blues

17 Washington Capitals

18 Chicago Blackhawks from NYI

19 Vegas Golden Knights

20 New York Islanders from TBL via CHI

21 Los Angeles Kings

22 Nashville Predators

23 Toronto Maple Leafs

24 Colorado Avalanche

25 Boston Bruins from BOS via DET via OTT

26 Montréal Canadiens from WPG

27 Carolina Hurricanes

28 Calgary Flames from VAN

29 Dallas Stars

30 New York Rangers

31 Edmonton Oilers

32 Philadelphia Flyers from FLA
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CENTRAL REGISTRY RANKINGS

2024 TOP 10 NORTH AMERICAN SKATERS ACCORDING TO NHL’S CENTRAL
SCOUTING REGISTRY

Pos. Player HT WT Shot 2023-24 Team GP G A PTS PIM

C Macklin Celebrini 6-0 190 L Boston (NCAA) 38 32 32 64 18

D Artyom Levshunov 6-2 208 R Michigan State (NCAA) 38 9 26 35 44

C Cayden Lindstrom 6-3 210 L Medicine Hat (WHL) 32 27 19 46 66

D Zeev Buium 6-0 183 L Denver (NCAA) 42 11 39 50 20

D Zayne Parekh 6-0 179 R Saginaw (OHL) 66 33 63 96 64

LW Trevor Connelly 6-0 156 L Tri-City (USHL) 52 31 47 78 88

D Sam Dickinson 6-2 199 L London (OHL) 68 18 52 70 30

C Berkly Catton 5-10 170 L Spokane (WHL) 68 54 62 116 41

C TJ Iginla 5-11 182 L Kelowna (WHL) 64 47 37 84 35

C Michael Hage 6-0 187 R Chicago (USHL) 54 33 42 75 53

2024 TOP 10 INTERNATIONAL SKATERS ACCORDING TO
NHL’S CENTRAL SCOUTING REGISTRY

Pos. Player HT WT Shot 2023-24 Team GP G A PTS PIM

D Anton Silayev 6-7 211 L Nizhny Novgorod (Russia) 63 3 8 11 10

RW Ivan Demidov 5-11 181 L SKA St. Petersburg JR. (Russia-JR) 30 23 37 60 20

C Konsta Helenius 5-10 180 R Jukurit (Finland) 51 14 22 36 10

D Adam Jiricek 6-2 182 R Plzen (Czechia) 19 0 1 1 2

RW Michael Brandsegg-Nygard 6-1 198 R Mora (Sweden-2) 41 8 10 18 19

RW Emil Hemming 6-0 201 R TPS (Finland) 40 7 4 11 0

D Leo Sahlin Wallenius 5-11 176 L Vaxjo JR. (Sweden-JR) 43 11 31 42 38

D Aron Kiviharju 5-9 170 L HIFK (Finland) 7 1 1 2 0

LW Igor Chernyshov 6-2 192 R Dynamo Moscow (Russia) 34 3 1 4 2

C Linus Eriksson 5-11 183 L Djurgarden (Sweden-2) 29 3 8 11 10
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LEADING THE DRAFT

Utah GM Bill Armstrong, Director of Amateur Scouting Darryl Plandowski, and Associate Director of
Amateur Scouting Ryan Jankowski will work their fourth NHL Draft together.

BILL ARMSTRONG
General Manager

Armstrong joins Utah Hockey Club after serving as the General Manager of the Arizona Coyotes for the past three seasons. Before his time
in the desert, Armstrong played a pivotal role in shaping the St. Louis Blues roster, contributing to their 2019 Stanley Cup victory while
serving as the team’s Director of Amateur Scouting. Following this success, he was promoted to Assistant General Manager, where he
spearheaded the team’s strategies for the NHL Draft. Throughout his career, Armstrong has demonstrated a keen eye for talent, overseeing
the selection of numerous skilled players, including Logan Cooley, Josh Doan, Dylan Guenther, and J.J Moser, all of whom now are on
Utah’s roster.

DARRYL PLANDOWSKI
Director of Amateur Scouting

Plandowski joins Utah Hockey Club after being with the Arizona Coyotes as the Director of Amateur Scouting since October 2020. Prior to
his time with the Coyotes, Plandowski spent 12 seasons with the Tampa Bay Lightning where he ascended to the team’s Assistant Director
of Amateur scouting. Plandowkski played an integral part in the Tampa Bay Lightning team that secured the 2020 Stanley Cup. The former
Stanley Cup Champion began his career with the Buffalo Sabres, serving as an amateur scout for eight years, before transitioning to the
Pittsburgh Penguins in a similar capacity.

RYAN JANKOWSKI
Associate Director of Amateur Scouting

Jankowski joins Utah Hockey Club after serving three seasons with the Arizona Coyotes as the Associate Director of Amateur Scouting.
Prior to his time with the Coyotes, Jankowski was the Director of Amateur Scouting for the Buffalo Sabres where he oversaw all amateur
scouting and ran the team’s drafts, including the 2018 Draft when Buffalo selected defenseman Rasmus Dahlin No. 1 overall. Jankowski
also spent four seasons with Hockey Canada as Head Scout and Director of Player Personnel. He also possesses over 10 additional years
of experience in NHL front offices.
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BILL ARMSTRONG’S SOUNDBITES

– ON HAVING THE SIXTH OVERALL PICK IN THE FIRST ROUND –

“You get excited because now you know exactly where you are picking. Now it's going to the scouting meetings
and honing in on the players that you like at six. It’s an exciting time of year because you’ve battled all year with
your scouts, going across the world, working every single night in hockey rinks. It’s now at the point where we are
making decisions who we will be picking at the sixth spot. This is a great time of year for us as an organization to
get together and go through the scouting meetings, go through the combines, and then we end up in Vegas.
They’ve got a lot of talented players up top in the Draft, and we get a chance to get one of them.”

– ON THE PROSPECTS THAT WILL BE AVAILABLE IN THE FIRST ROUND OF
THE 2024 NHL DRAFT –

“Every draft is different. It’s interesting because when I was with St. Louis we were always picking between 20-26
(in the first round). We kind of honed in on that area. Now that we have been going through the rebuild we are in
the 3-6 range. The more you pick (in the same range) the better you get and I do believe that. I think there’s a
good talent level there. They are young men that are 18 years old and some of them are still late developers and
you get glimpses of what they will become, but there’s some real good talent in this draft. There’s good defensive
talent, good offensive players and I know our scouts are excited about where we are picking and the opportunity
to pick some of that talent.”

– ON THE GENERAL SCOUTING PROCESS AND THE STAFF’S THOUGHTS
ABOUT UTAH –

“Our process has stayed the same. The thing that has changed is our scouts being excited about coming into Salt
Lake City and seeing the city and getting the vibe and feeling the excitement of the city. I think that will help us as
we go through the process when we have our scouting meetings here. The people in Salt Lake City and
throughout the state have been so excited about us coming. Every time we land here you get a smile on your face
because the people are so excited about having a hockey team in Utah.”

UTAHHOCKEYCLUB.COM 7



UTAH HOCKEY CLUB ROSTER BY DRAFT POSITION
FIRST ROUND

No. Player Pos. Ht. Wt. Birthdate Birthplace Year Drafted
17 Nick Bjugstad C 6-6 209 7/17/92 Minneapolis, MN 2010
92 Logan Cooley C 5-10 174 5/4/04 Pittsburgh, PA 2022
67 Lawson Crouse LW 6-4 215 6/23/97 Mt. Brydges, ON 2015
11 Dylan Guenther RW 6-2 174 4/10/03 Edmonton, AB 2021
*29 Barrett Hayton C 6-1 207 6/9/00 Peterborough, ON 2018
9 Clayton Keller RW 5-10 178 7/29/98 Chesterfield, MO 2016
8 Nick Schmaltz C 6-0 181 2/23/96 Madison, WI 2014
*4 Juuso Valimaki D 6-2 205 10/6/98 Tampere, FIN 2017

SECOND ROUND

No. Player Pos. Ht. Wt. Birthdate Birthplace Year Drafted
^33 Travis Dermott D 6-0 202 12/22/96 Newmarket, ON 2015
91 Josh Doan RW 6-1 183 2/1/02 Scottsdale, AZ 2021
*50 Sean Durzi D 6-0 202 10/21/98 Mississauga, ON 2018
52 Vladislav Kolyachonok D 6-1 194 5/26/01 Minsk, BLR 2019
90 J.J. Moser D 6-1 173 6/6/00 Biel, CHE 2021

THIRD ROUND
No. Player Pos. Ht. Wt. Birthdate Birthplace Year Drafted
22 Jack McBain C 6-3 201 1/6/00 Toronto, ON 2018
39 Connor Ingram G 6-4 224 3/31/97 Saskatoon, SK 2016

FOURTH ROUND

No. Player Pos. Ht. Wt. Birthdate Birthplace Year Drafted
63 Matias Maccelli LW 5-11 176 10/14/00 Turku, FIN 2019

FIFTH ROUND

No. Player Pos. Ht. Wt. Birthdate Birthplace Year Drafted
15 Alex Kerfoot C 5-11 186 8/11/94 Vancouver, BC 2012
70 Karel Vejmelka G 6-4 224 5/25/96 Trebic, CZ 2015

SIXTH ROUND

No. Player Pos. Ht. Wt. Birthdate Birthplace Year Drafted
^72 Travis Boyd C 6-0 190 9/14/93 Hopkins, MN 2011
^3 Josh Brown D 6-5 220 1/21/94 London, ON 2013
*5 Michael Kesselring D 6-5 220 1/13/00 New Hampton, NH 2018

UNDRAFTED

No. Player Pos. Ht. Wt. Birthdate Birthplace Year Drafted
53 Michael Carcone LW 5-9 170 5/19/96 Ajax, ON N/A

^38 Liam O’Brien C 6-1 213 7/29/94 Halifax, NS N/A

^ Pending Unrestricted Free Agent
* Pending Restricted Free Agent
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PLETHORA OF PICKS
UTAH ENTERS THE DRAFT WITH 13 PICKS –

MORE THAN ANY OTHER NHL TEAM

Entering the 2024 NHL Draft, Utah Hockey Club holds 13 picks, the most of any NHL team. Should GM Bill
Armstrong utilize all 13 selections this year, he will have made a total of 44 picks during his four-season tenure,
including 25 since 2022 – more than any other GM in the NHL. Looking ahead, Utah holds an additional 24 Draft
picks over the next three years, with 20 of those in the first three rounds, positioning the team for a promising
future.

BILL ARMSTRONG’S RECENT DRAFT HISTORY

2023
Pos. Player Drafted
D Dmitriy Simashev 1/6
LW Daniil But 1/12
G Michael Hrabal 2/38
C Jonathan Castagna 3/70
LW Noel Nordh 3/72
C Tanner Ludtke 3/81
RW Vadim Moroz 3/88
D Terrell Goldsmith 4/102
G Melker Thelin 5/134
D Justin Kipkie 5/160
C Samu Bau 6/162
G Carsen Musser 6/166

2022
Pos. Player Drafted
C Logan Cooley 1/3
C Conor Geekie 1/11
D Maveric Lamoureux 1/29
D Artem Duda 2/36
LW Julian Lutz 2/43
RW Miko Matikka 3/67
D Jeremy Langlois 3/94
D Matthew Morden 5/131
D Maksymilian Szuber 6/163
RW Adam Zlnka 7/204

2021
Pos. Player Drafted
RW Dylan Guenther 1/9
RW Josh Doan 2/37
LW Ilya Fedotov 2/43
D JJ Moser 2/60
D Emil Martinsen Lilleberg 4/107
G Rasmus Korhonen 4/122
C Manix Landry 5/139
D Cal Thomas 6/171
LW Sam Lipkin 7/223

PLAYERS DRAFTED BY BILL ARMSTRONG TO PLAY NHL GAMES

Player Pos. Draft Year Round/Overall Games Played Goals Assists Points
Dylan Guenther F 2021 1st round, 9th overall 78 24 26 50
Josh Doan F 2021 2nd round, 37th overall 11 5 4 9
JJ Moser D 2021 2nd round, 60th overall 205 16 56 72
Logan Cooley C 2022 1st round, 3rd overall 85 20 24 44
Maksymilian Szuber D 2022 6th round, 163rd overall 1 0 0 0

UTAH-BORN PLAYERS TO PLAY IN THE NHL

Player Pos. Draft Year Round/Overall Drafted By Birthplace NHL GP
Dylan Olsen D 2009 1st round, 28th overall Chicago Salt Lake City, UT 124
Trevor Lewis C 2006 1st round, 17th overall Los Angeles Salt Lake City, UT 974
Richard Bachman G 2006 4th round, 120th overall Dallas Salt Lake City, UT 49
Steve Konowalchuk LW 1991 3rd round, 58th overall Washington Salt Lake City, UT 790
Daniel Brickley D Not Drafted Salt Lake City, UT
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RECENT HISTORY OF THE NO. 6PICK

Year Player Team Pos. Amateur Team

2023 Dmitriy Simashev Arizona Coyotes D Yarolavl Jr. (KHL)

2022 David Jiricek Colorado Avalanche D Plzen (Czech)

2021 Simon Edvinsson Detroit Red Wings D Frolunda Jr. (SWE. Jr.)

2020 Jamie Drysdale Anaheim Ducks D Erie (OHL)

2019 Moritz Seider Detroit Red Wings D Mannheim (DEL)

2018 Filip Zadina Detroit Red Wings RW Halifax (QMJHL)

2017 Cody Glass Vegas Golden Knights C Portland (WHL)

2016 Matthew Tkachuk Calgary Flames LW London (OHL)

2015 Pavel Zacha New Jersey Devils C Sarnia (OHL)

2014 Jake Virtanen Vancouver Canucks RW Calgary (WHL)

2013 Sean Monahan Calgary Flames C Ottawa (OHL)

2012 Hampus Lindholm Anaheim Ducks D Rogie BK J-20 (SWE-Jr.)

2011 Mika Zibanejad Ottawa Senators C Djurgardens IF Stockholm (SEL)

2010 Brett Connolly Tampa Bay Lightning RW Prince George (WHL)

2009 Oliver Ekman-Larsson Arizona Coyotes D Leksands IF (SWE-2)

2008 Nikita Filatov Columbus Blue Jackets LW CSKA Jr. (Russia)

2007 Sam Gagner Edmonton Oilers C London (OHL)

2006 Derick Brassard Columbus Blue Jackets C Drummondville (QMJHL)

UTAHHOCKEYCLUB.COM 10



SCOUTING COVERAGE
DIRECTORS:

Darryl Plandowski – Director, Amateur Scouting
- Worldwide Coverage

Ryan Jankowski – Associate Director, Amateur Scouting
- Worldwide Coverage

AREA SCOUTS:

Cory Banika – Amateur Scout, Ontario
- Ontario Hockey League, Ontario Junior Hockey League, Ontario High School Prep Hockey

Mark Bell – Amateur Scout, Ontario
- Ontario Hockey League, Ontario Junior Hockey League, Ontario High School Prep Hockey

Randy Hansch – Amateur Scout, West
- Western Hockey League – BCHL, AJHL

Kevin Pedersen – Amateur Scout, West
- Western Hockey League – BCHL, AJHL

Kevin Thacker – Amateur Scout, Quebec
- Quebec Major Junior Hockey League (Full League Coverage)

Rick Comley – Amateur Scout, USA
- USHL, NCAA, NAHL, High School

Luke Curadi – Amateur Scout, USA
- USHL, NCAA, NAHL, High School

Tyler Bilton – Amateur Scout, Sweden
- SHL, Allsvenskan, J20, J18

Teal Fowler – Amateur Scout, Central Europe
- Germany, Switzerland, Austria – Central European countries

Jani Kiviharju – Amateur Scout, Finland
- Entire country of Finland, Liiga, U20 League

Rasty Saglo – Amateur Scout, Eastern Europe
- Russia and Czechia – Eastern European countries

Clay Adams – Amateur Scout, Goaltending
- Worldwide coverage

Jake Schmick – Hockey Operations Coordinator
- Video

Landon Watson – Manager of Hockey Operations
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UTAH HOCKEY CLUB STAFF
President of Hockey Operations - Chris Armstrong
General Manager – Bill Armstrong
Sr. Advisor to the General Manager – Larry Pleau
Assistant General Manager – David Ludwig
Assistant General Manager – John Ferguson
Executive Assistant, Hockey Operations – Erin Bilello
Manager, Salary Cap & Hockey Strategy – Chase
Galsberg
Manager, Hockey Operations – Landon Watson
Hockey Operations Assistant / Video Scout – Jake
Schmick
Director of Team Operations – Dave Griffiths
Team Services & Security – Jim O’Neal

Head Coach – André Tourigny
Assistant Coach – Mario Duhamel
Assistant Coach – John Madden
Assistant Coach – Blaine Forsythe
Goaltender Coach – Corey Schwab
Video Coach – Hunter Cherni
Skills Coach – Kyle Bochek

Head Equipment Manager – Stan Wilson
Equipment Manager – Tony Silva
Assistant Equipment Manager – Ryan Andrus
Assistant Equipment Manager – Jason Rudee

Head Athletic Trainer – Dave Zenobi
Assistant Athletic Trainer – Bill Nervig
Rehabilitation Coordinator – Mark Packwood
Massage Therapist – Jordan Baines

High Performance Director – Devan McConnell
Head Performance Coach – Mitch Stewart
Assistant Performance & Reconditioning Coach – Ryan
Wysocki

High Performance Nutrition Coach – Carl Bombardier
Team Chef – Mario Maura
Nutrition & High-Performance Consultant – Callum
Cowan

Director of Player Development – Lee Stempniak
Player Development Coach – Jeff Shantz
Player Development Coach – Kurtis Foster
Player Development Coach – Nathaniel Brooks
Goaltender Development Coach – Charlie McTavish
Skating Coach – Lars Hepso

Manager of Hockey Analytics – Elliott Leifer
Full Stack & Data Engineer – Chase Watson
Analytics Consultant – Gianfranco Giuliano
Analytics Consultant – Matt Hitzig
Analytics Consultant – Kevin Paganini

Director of Pro Scouting – Alan Hepple
Director of European Scouting – Brett Stewart
Pro Scout – Dave Oliver
Pro Scout – Mike Guentzel
Pro Scout – Eric Boguniecki

Director of Mental Wellness & Player Performance –
Vince Lodato
Mental Performance Consultant – David Gerber
Draft Evaluation Coordinator – Kyle MacDonald

Chief Communications Officer – Caroline Klein
Director of Hockey Communications– Jeffrey Sanders
Director of PR & Corporate Communications – Cassie
Batinich
Manager of Corporate Communication – Makaelee Main

Hockey media requests should be directed in writing to jeffrey.sanders@utahhc.com
Business media requests should be directed in writing to hockeypr@smithentertainmentgroup.com
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UTAH HOCKEY CLUB
PROSPECT DEVELOPMENT CAMP

Utah Hockey Club will return to Utah July 1- 5, where their 2024 Development Camp will be held at Park City Ice Arena in
Park City, Utah, and at Delta Center, the team’s home arena in Salt Lake City. As part of the camp, the team will hold a
media availability with General Manager Bill Armstrong, the club’s first round draft choice, and select prospects on
Sunday, June 30 at the Grand America Hotel in downtown Salt Lake City.

Media availability will follow each on-ice practice session and the four-on-four intra-squad scrimmage on Friday, July 5
at Delta Center. The Development Camp roster will be announced following the NHL Draft.

On-ice sessions are scheduled for the following dates:

Monday, July 1
9:30 A.M. to 11:00 A.M. (Park City Ice Arena)
11:30 A.M. to 1 P.M. (Park City Ice Arena)

Tuesday, July 2
9:30 A.M. to 11:00 A.M. (Park City Ice Arena)
11:30 A.M. to 1 P.M. (Park City Ice Arena)

Friday, July 5
Four-on-four intra-squad scrimmage – 1:00 P.M. (Delta Center)
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